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of five to three, with Massachusetts and South Carolina divided,
and only New Jersey and Delaware opposed.
On the 13th Randolph moved to alter the vote of July 9 which
had said that representation should be based on wealth and
population, by striking out wealth altogether. Gouverneur Morris
objected. Suppose the population of the South should increase
as it was expected to, and the South should make common cause
with the -Western states. Then between them they would have
a majority which would overwhelm the Northern and Middle
states. Butler replied that the South did not expect a majority,
only an increase in relation to the other states, since "the people
& strength of America are evidently bearing Southwardly &
Southwestwardly." But the Southern states did want to feel sure
that "their negroes may not be taken from them, which some
gentlemen within or without doors have a very good mind to do."
Wilson in one of his ablest speeches carried the house with
him. "Conceiving," lie said, "that all men wherever placed have
equal rights" and are equally entitled to confidence, he viewed
without apprehension the period when a few States should con-
tain the superior number of people. The majority of the people
wherever found ought in all questions to govern the minority/'
Nor was he troubled by the fear that the "interior Country"
might some time contain the majority of the population. If they
became the majority,  they would have a majority's  rights,
"whether we will or no/* Did the delegates not remember that
Great Britain had been jealous  and  apprehensive  over the
growth of her American colonies? That had led to rebellion and
independence. The Atlantic states must avoid behaving toward
the interior as Great Britain had once unwisely behaved toward
them. The numbers of people had to be regarded as the proper
rule of representation, since no better could be found. Congress
in 1783, after long discussion, had been satisfied that "the rule
of numbers does not differ much from the combined rule of
numbers & wealth. Again he could not agree that property was
the sole or the primary object of Government & Society. The
cultivation & improvement of the human mind was the most
noble object Witt respect to this object, as well as to other
personal rights, numbers were surely the natural & precise meas-
ure of Representation* And with respect to property, they could
not vary much from the precise measure/*

